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The ultimate in

immersive art

Picasso, Braque, Hockney . . Lhe swunmmgpool

asartwork has quite a Insmry Now contemporary

msrsa:edlppmgmloo.ByCamImeRoux

ith its sleek black inte-
rior and huge, steel,

shimmering letters

spelling out “BE AMAZ-

ING”, the swimming
pool in the beautifully appointed
grounds of Villa Emslieb, near

iscertainly not your standard blue-and-
white tiled affair. While fully function-
ing as a recreational space, the 16x8
‘metre pool is also an artwork by the
Swissartist Sylvie

“It was pragmatic, really” says its
owner, the contemporary art dealer
Thaddacus Ropac, of the choice of
Fleury to embellish his pool. “Villa
Emslieb is a 17th-century property,
‘where everythings subject to historical
codes. Toget permission to install some-
thing as banal as a swimming pool
would have been very difficult, so
instead we chose to create something
that was a sculpture in its own right”
‘The pool is watched over by a large-
scale fountain by the American artist

e

RENWNY

designer Louis Benech, he marked outa
more discreet spot for the pool and
listed th

baokdwmermﬂy It ls'ﬂv:m

Kogler
tocomeupwitha workofart that would
sit in the natural land-

leryorthe home, tofind a. ncwmmlﬂm

Fleury, who Jiles to flch ideas from
consumer culture, lined the pool in
black granite, then embedded its sur-
round with the words she found in a
skincare advertisement: “Revive,
shield, hydrate, exfoliate”, By day, sil-
very light glitters off its surface. But by

ight,

scape. Kogler, known for creating
ilwm[slv:en\dmnmbylinhulmr

riors with computer-gen
ated patterns, here Aypwmmmwns
tothe outdoars.

The pool, completed last year, has
become a canvas for Kogler's geometric
designs, which he describes as “evoca-

| Asilvery light glitters nlfm

tive of rld and the
structure of the internet”. “But then the

tion. It's hundreds of mosaic pieces,

Richard Baker, completed in 2008,
which creates the sensation of swim-

ming in a mirrored light box. In 2001,
had made a“sky room”

Napa Valley: visitars swim through a
tunnel into the pool, where an aperture
in the roofdisplays.a perfect slice of sky.

For the Paris-based architect Luis
Laplace, the pool at anew chalet in the

languorously in the sunshine. “The
d

ino an
it's lasted beautifully,” says Isabelle
Macght,

work by the Swiss artist Pipilotti Rist.
Surreal, abstract and disconcertingly
intimate, Rist's moving-image work
‘often features parts of her own body

with nature and accompa-
‘nied by a dreamlike soundtrack. “We
cmkd:ixwtvmwrkbyl’lddmwu

since then, there has been a trickle
rather than a flood. But what a tricide.

,* says Laplace,
n(dx:prﬂjzﬂl completed in 2015, “and
the pool around it. The

sevelt hotel in Los Angeles, hand-
‘David Hockney inon day in

y of sky and her face,
anﬂywquiu]lumﬁymumalﬂ:me
artwork. At times, it like you're swim-

1988."
along wooden pale to make sweeping

L
ful, the length and shape of the pool
posi-

A year later, the wrtist
Ed Ruscha decorated a pool for his

determine the ideal lining to maximise

with a supersized luggage label: on &
black tiled are the words
Name, Address and Phone Number,

'Whgouhﬂ!
e I RR Fe aiah i a

project in Gstaad, where Rist was com-

James Turrell, an artist who plays
‘with light, devised an indoor pool in

for collectors Lisa and

\ = tortions bring so much complexity. And  top) Peter each one numbered. In
surface butthe there’s an ‘brought on ’s terms, ight be very slightly
F the weather,” he says. Though the  designevoking  higher than a normal pool, but 1 think
canonly be heard when :ﬂpishllckwnd Mv'mcy,’\uppcus“&hblut m.i'ﬁ“.unn in any collector would feel it was aworth:
youare underwater orgreyasitreflectsthe colourof thesky.  Le Muy while investment, for something so spe-
Edward Mitterrand says it s thrillingto  sculpture park, cial and permanent” The Kogler poolis
swimthrough this pixelatedunderwater  France;video  an editioned work, meaning that it
i they universe: “Once y llation fora
hmundnpudnnhm “Youcan artwork, iUs difficult to lookatastand- ool in Gstaad In fact, the history
ymetimes see them when you come  ard pool and think it looks nice™ by Pipilotti Rist;  goes back dccxdu ln 1961, Pablo
Tah at Salzburg,” says Kopec. A When the Mitterrands (the former  Picasso’s design ~ Picasso created one
‘specially composed soundtrack, on mmn pnsl.d!m mnpou Mitterrand-  and signaturein by “signing” the bottom of flamenco
otherhand, opened the  apoolinSpain's  dancer Antonio Ruiz Soler’s pool in
are underwater. in 2015, part of Puerto Baniis on the Costa del Sol.
“ few  the inten llec-  Georges (When the
similar examples”says Ropac, whohas ol in2018, the pool helped to account for
dleriesinL mosaics; poolby  the £13m reserve price.)
In his own business, he “we often ks i “Now 1 l Ivie Fl In 1963, the painter
have a request fora sculpture nexttoa  collectors how this pool was put  VillaEmslieb,  made a pool for the Maeght family at
pooL But to me, this integration of pool  together over twoyears,"says Austria — <L o their new foundation for contemporary
art makes even more sense fora  “First we made the concrete base,  JECTCHUITY,,  artnear Niee. It is more water feature
The upkeepisnomore  then we had toinstall Peter's composi- oo ooe: than pool, with fish
complicated than a.
‘pool. We drain t in the winter andclean
it, just like any pool.” Installed more
10 years ago, Fleury's black
has turned out to have more than an
aesthetic heats the

ecological!

As contemporary art collectors buy
more large outdoor works, pools will
surely become a point of interest. When
the art dealers and advisers Edward
Mitterrand and his father Jean-Gabriel
‘were planning their sculpture parkat Le
Muy in the south of France, an early
move wasto get rid of an “existing ugly
pool”in front of the uncompleted house
that also came with the property,
according to Edward. Working with
architect Tndia Mahdavi and landscape
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for an existing pool. The Vieux Chalet
was once the home of Gunter Sachs —

‘moving-image work
of leaves and branches that appear to
swirl and unfurlin the water.

“Pipilotti often says the purpose of her
workis to make us feel collectively con-
soled and rinsed.” says her gallerist lwan
Wirth, who uses the chalet for Hauser &
Wirth exhibitions. “To confront her
‘work in water is to be absoltely envel-
‘oped in her universe. To swim in it is
probably the most immersive



