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Appearing like a shimmer on
the horizon, Domaine du Muy
sculpture park’s India Mahdavi-
designed Silver House is a
maslerpiece in its own right
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\ tanding at the junction of two

/ A overgrown paths in Domatne du
< Muy sculpture park, [talian artist

Gilannt Mott!’s Success Faflure

signpost is the ideal metaphor for

the educated gamble involved In
creating an artistic destination
of this scale. For Jean-Gabriel

Z Mitterrand, owner of Paris’s
/ Galerte Mitterrand and nephew
of the former French president

Frangols Mitterrand, it had long

been adream to create an open-alr

collection. So when, In 2013, he spotted this wild slice of countryside
near the Massif de I'Estérel mountaln range, just a 45-minute drive
north of St-Tropez, he jumped at the opportunity. By 2015, a total
of 40 sculptures had been Installed - all In the midst of a summer
heatwave - and the park was open.

“Itall happened a bit instinctively, explains Edward Mitterrand,
Domatne du Muy's artistic director. Father and son both loved the
location, but when It comes to describing the house that sits at the
top of the hill, Edward Is less flattering. ‘Tt was terrible,” he says.
“Unfinished, ugly and faux-Provencal. Fortunately for him, he was
introduced to India Mahdavi at a friend’s party, and the acclaimed
Interior designer and architect hatched a novel plan to disgulse the
home’s visual shortcomings: a silver fagade. ‘I'm not sure If she got
the idea from the Prada Foundation in Milan, with its gold front,”
muses Edward. ‘Maybe it just came from her brilltant brain.” The
result Is not garishly glittering, but seems toreflect the blue of the
sky, essentlally erasing the architecture. ‘At first, we were afraid
that we would cook like eggs on the terrace In summer; adds Edward,
“but it turned out really well”

So well, In fact, that Mahdavi was then asked to extend her
expertise to the Intertor. The result is colourful and full of joy -
typical of Mahdavt's signature style, which Edward describes as
‘somewhere between graphic and Mediterranean’. Tiles from her
collaboration with Bisazza feature throughout, creating a bold
backdrop to acollection of sunny pleces, Including her bright ‘Afro’
dining chairs and inviting ‘Jelly Pea’ sofas. In an approach similar
to the careful placement of sculptures outside In the grounds,
artworks are scattered generously throughout all of the rooms.
Outside, selections tend towards vividly hued pleces that stand
apart from the nature that grows, often untamed, around them,
and Inslde, a similar theme has developed. Edward Is especially
fond of Lapsed Platform, the arresting yellow sculpture by British
artist Liam Gillick that 1s suspended from the Bving room celling.

Edward'saim s to be able to offer accommaodation to artists and
deslgners, whose work will be displayed In the house’s basement-
level studio space. ‘Tewill be a great way to entice cllents and friends
to come back, because the works outside can’t change every year,
he explains. Sat on the terrace, where you can catch glimpses of
some of the current crop of sculptures peeking out through the
follage, It's actually hard to Imagine things ever changing. ‘Between
the absence of sound and the wideness of the view,” says Edward,
“‘you have the impression of being alone In the environment, in
nature.” ndfa-maehdavi.com; domatnedumuy.com

Living room Two India Mabdavi-designed ‘Jelly Pea” sofasand a patr of ber
“Cap Martin"chairs are placed arcund her“Weekend' cotfee table. The bronxze
“Bambiloba’ bench 1s by Qlaude Lala: i theyellow ckh b

1s Lapsed by
“Don Giovannf, also by Mahdavi »
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THE INTERIOR
IS COLOURFUL
AND FULL OF
JOY =TYPICAL OF
MAMDAVI’'S STYLE,
DESCRIBED AS
SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN

il e ‘GRAPHIC AND

Partra s Grnnanisso o MEDITERRANEAN’

Mitterrand, artistic director of Domatne du
Muy, with Indta Mahdaviand ber ‘Cap
Martin’ scats on theterrace The coffoe
table s actuallyanartwork - Benok by
Germanartist Poter Kogler

Dining room Mahdavi's'Henrt table ts
teamed with equally sunny‘Afro’ chatrs
and a bespoke bench. Theartwork an the
wallts by Swiss-born artist Katja Schenker.
Mosochrome R ' cush

Mabdavi decorate the bench »
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SIMILAR TO
THE CAREFUL
PLACEMENT OF
SCULPTURES
OUTSIDE,
ARTWORKS

ARE SCATTERED
GENEROUSLY IN
ALL THE ROOMS

Kitchen Bespoke Moroccan zellige tiles
decorate the walls, while the floor foatures
India Mahdavfs 'In The Sky 10" destgn for
Bisaxzm. The customunitsarealso by
Mabhdavi, who, tn addition, created the

0 the
and the pale blue *Bishops” stool
Above, from left Sct against the houso's
shimmering sther fagade is patio furniture
by India Mabdavi and large terracotta pots
from Poterte Ravel; artist Glannt Mottt's
Success Fatlure signpost set within the
Domaine du Muy sculpture park >
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Pool Graphic trling 1n the swimming pool

Venezlan artsst Carlos Crux-Diex hangs
onthewall, and the*Wintergarden Bench'
isby American designer Donald Judd
Bedroom Archives by Anseand Patrick
Polrier hangs above the Tufty’ bod by
Patricta Urquiola for B&BItalta The
bedside lamp is vintage See Stockists
page for detalls[D)
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