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ROOM
TO GROW

GIANT APPLES, MARBLE TEDDY
BEARS, OP ART BILLBOARDS..
JUST NORTH OF SAINT-TROPEZ,
A DYNASTY OF ART ENTHUSIASTS
HAS SURROUNDED ITS SILVER-
PAINTED SUMMER HOUSE WITH
AN ARRAY OF SURPRISING
CONTEMPORARY SCULPTURES
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is nicer to visitnow because there are more joys than
problems,” says Edward Mitterrand with a laugh. The
art consultantis talking all things Domaine du Muy, the
contemporary sculpture park that he has been
developing with his father in southern France for the
past five years.

“We've more or less finished structuring it now,” he
continues. “We've been limited in terms of the amounts
that we can spend and that helped in a way, because I
think what people like about the park is the very close
and unstructured relationship with nature. We just
built a very small path, the most simple possible - no
lights, no information panels, just steps made from
wood - which also made it difficult becanse you have to
give the impression that the sculptures sort of fell from
the sky and landed in the right spot.”

The end result is 25 acres of untamed landscape just
north of St Tropez. The hills, valleys and pools of this
cork oak-covered land have been slowly transformed
into an outdoor venue dedicated to mormmental
sculpture, with 40 artworks by the likes of Claire

coverad ferrace;
Alr-Port-City / Coud
Citios 4 Modulas, by
Tomds Saraceno, 2000;
Success Fallure (Blwa),
by Glanni Motl, 2016,
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squarcs and tholr
demonstration by
Claudia Comta, 2015
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Clockwise from lef
Vilo Girouette, by
Roman Signer, 2015;
the sitting room of the
summar house,
decorated by Indla
Mahdavl; Narcssus
Garden, Yayol
Kusama, 196¢6-2011;

NS ‘,

2

/

WIS

]

»

A

. "
A

>

apublic garden, by
Carles Cruz-Disx
1905-2012.

“YOU HAVE TO
GIVE THE
IMPRESSION -
THAT THE
SCULPTURES
FELL FROM
THE SKY AND
LANDED
PERFECTLY”
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Fontaine, Yayoi Kusama, Francisco Sobrino and Jean-
Frangois Fourtou placed amidst the park’s native pines.

“It’s been a huge amount of work,” admits Mitterrand,
who heads up the Geneva-based contemporary art
consultancy Mitterrand +Cramer. “It’s been years of leaving
lots of other things on the side todo it, but I wasjust
obsessed with the factthat I wanted this project to work
out. So it's wonderful that we've come this far.”

Much of the inspiration for Domaine du Muy came from
Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac in Pantin and the warehouse-like
space of Gagosian Le Bourget, both of which were opened in
the northern suburbs of Paris in 2012. “It gave him the envy,
the will to do something, buthe didn’t wantto do it in the
outskirts of Paris, he wanted to link it to nature,” says
Mitterrand of his father, the Parisian gallerist Jean-Gabriel
Mitterrand and anephew of the former president of France,
Frangois Mitterrand.

Compared with other destinations such as the Venet
Foundation in Le Muy and Chéteau la Coste in Le Puy-
Sainte-Réparade, Domaine du Muy is a fairly rugged affair,
and even the Mitterands’ summer house is relatively
modestcompared to the grand villas that dot the
surrounding hillsides. The fanx Provengal house has been
restructured and painted silver (to help it blend into the
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countryside) by the designer India Mahdavi who decorated
the interior in her signature upbeat style. Outside,

landscape designer Louis B h has aged the
surrounding forest to encroach on the grounds of the
property, which has a gallery on its lower level.

“What I need to work on now is the park itself,” says
Mitterrand. “We've been working alot on the
infrastructure, on finishing the house, on how we attract
people. Now that’s almost done I can work more calmly on
maybe not having 40 sculptures, but perhaps half that
mumber. I don't want the park to be convincing because of
the number of works. I wantitto be convincing because of
the quality of the works. Also, each time you take away a
piece you need to replace it and that means you're hurting
the nature around it. If you want it to look magical it only
works once nature has grown around the piece. If you see
the traces of the machinery that broughtitthere, then the
magic is completely broken.”

A large part of Mitterrand’s mission has been to create
what he has previously described as a conversation between
art and nature. That has meant establishing what works and
what doesn’t, and whatis best suited to a wild, untamed
landscape. “It's been a surprise to me,” he admits.“Originally
I thought that I needed to have very structural work, very
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architectural work that would be able to hold itself in the
middle of nature, which is quite raw and wild and large. And
it was a mistake because it only works when the artworks
are huge. If they’re not huge, if they are architectural and
urban, they disappear in nature. Whereas these aesthetics
immediately work well because they confront nature. They
stand outin nature.”

He cites the example of Peter Regli’s marble teddy bea.r,
which is less than a metre tall and yet h

Carsten Héller’s carousel or the Wang Du elephant pushing
the car. I have to look at works that maybe I'would not
advise to buy for a collection. It's a separate job. I have to
take into account what works in nature, at whatscale it
works, and what is fun to discover when you walk around.
It's not only about finding whatis the perfect sculpture for
the perfect collection.”

Although the pieces are for sale and the park is open by

our preconceptions of what a teddy bearis. Rather than
being viewed as soft and cuddly, Regli’s teddy bear is cold,
immobile and imposing; almost frighteningin fact. Seeing
such a sculpture in nature is therefore not only peculiar, but
also hugely effective.

Conversely, geometric structural pieces are crushed by
nature if they are too small. Conrad Shawcross’ Lattice ITT
only worked within Domaine duMuy because it was on a
large enough scale. That scale enabled it to become bigger
than nature. “That was somethingI learned and thatItry
and correct now,” says Mitterrand.“You also need works
that are fun, that are joyful, that you can play with, like
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ppointment to the public from May until October,
Mitterrand doesn’t want the work to come and go. It’s too
complicated, too costly, and potentially self-defeating. He'd
rather they were fixed for as long as possible and the park
used to illustrate the Mitterrands’ expertise in monumental
sculpture. In fact, that’s the business model: to act as a
showcase for their expertise, not as an outdoor gallery, and
to build on that expertise globally.

“This is now the time to benefit from the hard work,” says
Mitterrand, “not only by being able to stop for five minutes
and stay in the sun because we’ve earned it, but to really use
this showcase now that it’s finally presentable.” 0
domainedumuy.com
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Clockwise fram above:
A detall of the summer
heuse sitting room; Sol
Lottt 1-2-3 Tower,
199%; baspoke graphic
tiles add Interast to the
entryway: Arlk Levy
RockStone 198, 2015;
the extarlor of the
house Is painted sthver.




